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ISSUE 22 What’s At Stake?

By Tim Kraus, CFT President

Now that the November 6
Election Day is drawing
closer we will be hearing
more about the CPS School
Levy and the School Board
candidates. We have a lot
at stake this November. It
is critical we do all we can
to help pass this $65 mil-
lion levy and to elect a new
majority to our school
board.

Even though the general
public does not always un-
derstand public school fi-
nances we all know the levy
money is absolutely neces-
sary to stabilize our district.
There are no reserves to fall
back on as our district has
done in the past. This is
precisely why instructional
assistants and new teachers
are still slow in coming to
our overloaded classrooms
right now
and  why
many of
teachers
have little

money. If

Issue 22 fails, the District’s
financial situation will only
get worse and it will be-
come that much more diffi-
cult to have our students
succeed.

Against the odds of extreme
poverty and social dysfunc-
tion we, the teachers and
staff of this district, have
moved our students for-
ward in achievement and
graduation rates. We have
accomplished much to
make us proud, but we all

know there is so much more
to do in the way of helping
our students achieve. In
order to preserve the gains
we have made we must have
enough money to run this
district. Without additional
money for this district we

are facing:
e More Major Layoffs
(RIF) of additional

Teachers, IAs, and Staff

¢  Greater classroom over-
loads (as if that is even
possible)

¢ Reductions in almost
every program

e Reductions and possi-
ble elimination of extra
curricular activities

e Reductions and, in
some cases, elimination
of transportation ser-
vices for our students

e School closings and
consolidations
creating  tre-

mendous
stress on stu-
dents, families
and staff

These are sce-
narios that will
stress this dis-
trict to the breaking point.
We are asking you to con-
sider what you can do to
help us get this levy passed.
A recent poll indicated that
47% of the likely voters are
still undecided about this
levy. This means we still
have a chance to convince
the voters of this school
district that it is the smart
thing to do to support Issue
22. We know that long
term solutions to school
funding rest in taking the

or no in ~
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burden off property owners,
but that is simply not possi-
ble until we have an educa-
tion friendly state legisla-
ture. In the meantime we
must standup and fight for
the only funding available
for our children and our
schools—the property tax

levy.

Here’s how you can help:

e Talk with your friends
and family in this dis-
trict—convince them to
vote for Issue 22

e Call your students par-

ents and urge them to

vote for the levy

Volunteer at our office

to:

Make phone Calls

Join the Post

Campaign

Pick up yard signs and

distribute them

Join us on Precinct

Walks every Saturday

Participate in the Mon-

day November 5 Honk-

in outside your school

Card
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We can make a difference
in these last days before
November 6. Our students,
their families, your jobs,
and the community’s well-
being depends on the pas-
sage of Issue 22.

In Solidarity,

Tim Kraus
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The next CFT/
ACPSOP member-
ship meeting will be 4
held on November %
14 @ 5:00 p.m. at
the Thom Moore
Building (Laborer’s
Hall) located at:

3457 Montgomery
Rd.
BR briefing is held
after the member-
ship meeting.
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CFT Endorsed School Board Candidates

EVE BOLTON

As a lifelong Cincinnati resident and proud product of Cincinnati Public Schools, Eve Bol-
ton is a dedicated career public school government teacher who faithfully moonlights as the
Drama Director at her School. She is an active community participant in our neighborhood
of College Hill in Cincinnati.

She has served as the President of the Wyoming Districts teachers union in addition to
holding other community offices and previously helped to break down the electoral barriers
| to women and Democrats by being elected and serving as our Hamilton County Recorder.

MICHAEL FLANNERY

A dedicated parent of three CPS students, longtime resident Michael Flannery is well
known across the region as a television journalist, a successful humorist, and for his chil-
dren’s programming that was carried nationwide.

His local television identity with the needs of all children was firmly established with years

of positive advocacy for and finding solutions of problems confronting children with special
needs. He enriched many lives and raised over 3 million dollars for the multiple projects he
undertook on their behalf. He is a resident of Westwood.

CHRIS NELMS

As a grandparent of three children in CPS, Nelms has a direct interest in their future and in
that of all our cities students. After a life of professional baseball, and a U.S. Navy career,
Nelms served in our schools as a coach, athletic director and administrator for 25 years. He
has dedicated his life to intersecting lives and pointing them in the right direction of ac-
complishment and stability.

He currently serves as a minister, an instructor at Cincinnati State University and is a
widely recognized community activist. Chris was enlisted by Children’s Hospital of Cincin-
nati to engage troubled young people in transition and crisis and serves as their community
Youth Intervention Specialist. He is an Avondale resident.
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* THANK YOU!! )

* A big THANK YOU to all who braved the cold and windy weather to come out to participate in the *
CFT Issue 22 RALLY on Wednesday, October 10th at the Laborer’s Hall! Because of YOU,
* the Rally was a SUCCESS and we received good media coverage!! *

CFT/ACPSOP would like to CONGRATULATE the top three schools/worksites for attendees at the rally!
* These schools/worksites will receive coffee and donuts for having the most members participating in the rally.

THE WINNERS ARE.....
* School Social Workers, Hughes Center and Western Hills University High School *
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2007 CFT/ACPSOP ENDORSEMENTS

YES on ISSUE 22
Cincinnati School Levy

M

Cincinnati City Council
Laketa Cole
Minette Cooper
John Cranley
David Crowley
Brian Garry
Greg Harris
Roxanne Qualls
Cecil Thomas
Wendell Young

Dear Members and Friends,

I have recorded a short video message about what is at
stake in the upcoming election. I ask you to watch this video at
the website below, and to share it with your friends and
neighbors: http://www.CFTforKids.org

On November 6, Cincinnati voters will decide whether
to give public education the funding and leadership it needs.
Issue 22 will provide funds for the teachers and textbooks our
schoolchildren deserve. Without it, we risk a serious financial
crisis at a time when we need to support the achievement gains
of recent years. Voters will also decide whether to elect three
school board candidates -- Eve Bolton, Chris Nelms, and
Michael Flannery -- who are committed to bringing new leader-
ship to the Board of Education.

Cincinnati's schoolchildren need your vote on Novem-
ber 6. And CFT needs your help over the next three weeks in our
campaign to ensure schools have the funding and leadership
they need. Call the Cincinnati Federation of Teachers office at
961-2272 to get involved.

Sincerely,

Tim Kraus, President

Cincinnati Federation of Teachers / ACPSOP Local 1520,
AFT, OFT, AFL-CIO

Cincinnati School Board
Vote for All Three
Eve Bolton
Michael Flannery
Chris Nelms

YES on Issue 28
Hamilton County Elderly
Services Levy

YES on Issue 29
Hamilton County Mental
Health Levy

& e VOLUNTEER
QO ?5 for the
-~/ @ CAMPAIGN!

There are many ways you can
volunteer to help CFT pass
Issue 22 and elect a new
team of School Board

Candidates!!

& Working Campaign Phone
Banks

& Walking in Neighborhoods
with a partner to distribute
campaign literature and signs

& Distributing signs to col-
leagues and displaying one at
your home

& Writing postcards to voters

Call the CFT Office to Sign Up!
961-2272
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Classifieds

VACATION FOR SALE— Dec 21-28, Fairfield Myrtle
Beach at Ocean Boulevard, 2BR/BA deluxe, Ocean Front
paradise, full kitchen, living/dining rooms, washer/
dryer. Activities; Tues & Thurs nights are Diamond
Cruise Casino Night. No admission to board boat. Live
entertainment. $725 for the week. Call Susan Fischer
513-688-1550 or www.cincitravel.com

HOUSE FOR SALE— 2963 Goda Ave. 3BR Ranch on
cul-de-sac street with park like back yard. Covered deck
and patio. Eat in kitchen, large lower level family room,
lots of storage and updates, in CPS School District—
move in condition. $139,900. Call 513-382-1884

VACATION FOR SALE— June 13-20, 2008. 5 star
tropical beach vacation right on Fort Lauderdale Beach,
Wyndham Royal Vista, in Pompano Beach, Florida. 1 BR
deluxe, full kitchen, washer/dryer, 2 pools, activities,
Tiki Beach dinner party and show. $875. Call Susan
Fischer 513-688-1550 or www.cincitravel.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER— Meticulous 3BR/2BA Bi-
level in Mt. Washington; close to Sands, Mt. Washington
Elem, Clark, Kilgour etc.. Beautifully updated including
roof, windows, baths, carpet, ceramic and more—Crisp
neutral tones—Walkout to private deck with large yard
backs up to green space/lush woods. LL family room &
office/4th BR. Desirable family neighborhood. $154,900,
2.5% brokerage commission. Call 513-470-9550 or 513-
675-8126 to schedule a showing. Open House every Sun-
day in November!

FOR SALE—2003 Suzuki Savage 650, Great Shape,
Never Down, 14,500 miles. Sharp! $1600.00

Contact 513-403-7523

The College of Mount St. Joseph will host information
sessions for the Teacher Education Apprenticeship Master’s
(TEAM) program for Multicultural Special Education (K-
12), Adolescent Young Adult (math and science for grades 77
— 12), and Inclusive Early Childhood (grades K-3). Atten-
dees will meet with the directors and coordinators of the
programs, and representatives from Graduate Admissions,
as well as Financial Aid.

We will be starting a TEAM MSE Cohort for teachers
seeking a second license in Special Education in January
2008. The application deadline is mid-November.

All three TEAMs, AYA, IEC, and MSE, will have new
Cohorts starting in May. For more information, you may
attend an Open House, or contact the TEAM Office for more
information at 513-244-1645.

Reservations for the Open House events may be made
online at www.msj.edu/admission/visit/graduate/teamoh
or by calling (513) 244-1645. Those planning to visit who
live outside the Cincinnati area may call 1-800-654-9314,
ext. 1645. On site registration for the sessions begin one-
half hour before the start of the event. The dates and times
are

Saturday, November 3, 2007 9:00 — 11:00 am, in the
Seton Center, Corona Room

Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 6:00 — 8:00 pm, in the
Seton Center, Corona Room

Cincinnati Federation of Teachers

Association of CPS Office Personnel
2721 Central Parkway, Suite B
Cincinnati, Ohio 45225
513-961-2272
Local 1520, AFT-OFT / AFL-CIO

Non-Profit Organization
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