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“In a movethat could re—energlze the stalled con-
tract talks' between'’ Cincinnati Piblic Schools and
the Cincinnati Federation of Teachers, the union on
| ‘Monday:demanded an end to a two-week-old‘ “time

“out” requested by administrators. :
B “’Ihe ‘break the board said it needed should be
over union President Julie Sellers said. “We need
‘ thingsi timefor the newb dget at the‘end

-dlsofired a‘broadSIde agamst the board
which said May 12 that negotiations had failed to
|* produce ‘sufficiently dramatic changes in teacher
' employment-and school scheduling rules, a major
- focus of ‘the talks.  Sellers said the union has ad-
- -dressed -every board priority originally outlined.

v “Fyery ‘single one -of their priorities were ‘ad-
‘ gdressed 'Sellers said, “We’re about 80 percent comr
pleted; T hope they’re not gomg to come back w1th
1 "new priorities.” i
i '‘Board-Vice Pres1dent Eve Bolton rejected that
i cntlc1sm, saymg theboard has been cons1sbent and
‘unanimous’in its'demands.
" /On the'12th, Sellers said that any delay past the
" conélusion of the academic year — Wednesday -
~wouild push a findl deal into next school year in Au-
gust because it’s impossible to gather all 2, 800
" teachers over the summer for a ratification vote."
" ‘On‘Monday, Sellers said she thinks the negotiat-

" ‘June 30, the end of the district’s financial year.
Ee Sellers and Bolton saiditcould be usefulto havea
 tentative agreement to help determine the budget
‘and -other aspects'of next s¢hool year, even if the
‘deal were still subject to a union ratification vote.

“CPS Supermtendent ‘Mary Ronan -said she’s
ready to resume negotiating with the teachers im-
medlately “if they wish to.”

‘Sellers said: “T Just want it on the record that it
isn’t us'holding it up.”

Also Monday, the school board voted to move for-
ward on aplan to borrow $23 million to perform en-
ergy-efficiency upgrades in 24 buildings. A state law
-allows districts to pay back debt by using energy

: savmgs ‘realized from more efficient buildings.
-+ 'The dealis significant because under the energy-
upgrade‘law, the district is not bound to take the
‘lowest bidder to do the work.
‘Therefore, it will be much easier for CPS to meet
~ its goals for-steering work to rmnonty—owned con-
tractors: -

CPS has faced withering criticism for falling to
meet its minority-hiring goals in its $1 1 billion
school rebmldmg project.
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